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With amazing workmanship
and carving skills, artists
and woodcarvers give new
lives to driftwood turning it
into sophisticated furniture
and installation art.
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In Kararuan Scenic Area of
Taitung City, Za Num's works are
indispensable to the coastline
landscape,
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Rahic Talif's driftwood creation.

ue to terrain rugged in Taiwan, there is almost no
exception that heavy rains wash off fallen trees in the
mountains and make them rootless drifting into the
Asia Pacific ocean every time after typhoon sweep-
ing. These casual remains of natural disasters become embodi-
ment of a beautiful driftwood craft works in skilled artist hands.

Once a headache for local authority, driftwood finds its new des-
tiny as restaurant or home furniture. Thick and heavy lines of
driftwood make the furniture accordant with the nature, such as
the Five Dime Restaurant in Tainan and Yuanyeh Resort in Hua
Lien Chishingtan coast, Near Provincial Highway 11 in Hua Lian,
Huting Resort was built by driftwood as a tree house resort pro-
viding travelers the pleasure of simple life.

Driftwood craft attracted public attention gradually, but in fact, drift-
wood creation has been working for years. . Dated back to year
1998, Rahic Talif, an Amis artist whose works integrated the Amis
maternal culture as a core foundation attended Avignon Theatre
Festival with his series driftwood creation “Across the Years” Went
together to France with U Theatre, an international acclaimed
performing arts group, they performed their work “The Sound
of Ocean” in the festival, In which, the main visual stage design
“Mountain of Spirit” was the driftwood art work by Rahic Talif,

Rahic Talif was the pioneer of abstract woodcarving, and he has
never canfined himself with aboriginal identity. Instead of that,
he explored every possibility in art. In year 2000, he awarded the
grant of Asian Cultural Council Taiwan Foundation Art Project
supporting his art exchange in New York,

“We have been working on driftwood creation for quite a long
time,” said Rahic Talif in the 2009 Driftwood Art Camp. He fur-
ther added, “What makes us different is that for us driftwood cre-
ation is a way to rediscover ourselves, our culture and the place
we live. This is the reason why all along we insist porting drift-
wood manually.”

More and more artists follow Rahic Talif to devote themselves to
driftwood creation. Driftwood art creator Chang Yung-sheng who
is famous for making driftwood furniture is one of them. He tries
to keep the roughness feature that the nature has done onto drift-
wood in his works. Za Num, the new generation of driftwood cre-
ators, is an expert in adding metallic elements into his creation.

Driftwood performance art is getting more and more common
in tourist attractions across the island, specifically in the east-
ern part of Taiwan, In Kararuan Scenic Area of Taitung City, Za
Num's works are indispensable to the coastline landscape. Full
of natural poise and simplicity, driftwood art is an extraordinary
scenery in the journey.
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